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THE WORLD OF BOOKS

LITERARY GLIMPSES AND GLEANINGS

J

A new diary Has Mon published In
England It is that of William AlUng
ham who died in ISsJ and those remi-
niscences of Carlyle from It will Interest
everybody

We learn that Garb kxfted oa Ma Crowwtt as
mud

lighted him not tboacit it brawcht him
worship As to Frederfce the he said that
it occupied him thirteen yean eight el them

been srent ia writing the book and that he
had bad mountains of dust and rubbish to swelww-

My mind was fan of Frederick1 I
nde a great deal and when I eaa
usually bad aa hours bright talk or M ah
and then after dinner sat down Prederfck

silent in another eorner Ot the r
I think she would hue be
ah Well it iteaHy killed me It was
the desire and kwgiog of my ute to mrisfc it Once

oonTeresUon tamed to Xapaleon III Carlyle
had known Mm when he wee kicking Ida heeb about
London ia unhappy exile Met him at dinnerhe
made up to me rattier ondentandrng me to be a
writer who might perhaps be a help to him some-
how Ills talk was a puddle of reromikmary non
tn e He was internally a mass of daikneea I

tistd to meet hte often in the street mostly about
Woane Square Hia lees had a melancholy loot
that was rather affecting at first but I MOB reocg

nile that it was the sadnesB of an operaeioger who
rannot get an eogasement When I heard him af-

terward as Bmperar I said to myself Gad Mr
youre got an opera engagement such as BO one
could ixjMiHy hare expaoUdr Vhiiuer Orlyk
described as the most absurd creature e the face
of the earth He thought that the painter was
more concerned to depict Ma coat than his face
Browning ha Jtted as a man to a MtaMa actant
but oouM not away with hia poetry He tav-

Etniously twists BBgneh teasaage into
Bums he declared was the greatest poet

since ShaVeapeae aa for Kaato he wanted to life
to a wwW el trade

It Is now definitely settled that tbe
Raven mantel will remain in Greater

New York and chance that
Columbia University will secure thl
unique relic William Hematreet of
Brooklyn the preserver and owner of the
memento has narrowed the list of appli-

cants to two Hamilton Club of
Brooklyn and Columbia University
Charles A Nelson librarian of Columbia
has assured Mr Hemstreet of the ear
nest wish of President Butler to have the
mantel and it is quite safe to predict
that the relic will go to this institution
when the formalities been agreed
upon

Theodore Roosevelt contributes to the
January Scriboer an account of his re-

cent bear hut In the Louisiana
Dr Alexander Lambert who

accompanied him furnishes a series of
photographs the the doa and
tlie canebrakes

Tht most popular books at the Public
Library last week were as follows In
fiction Whartons Fruit of Tree
and Sinclairs Helpmate In nonOctfon
Bagots Italian Lake and Suther
lands Famous Hymns In the

department the demand was for Al
oils Little Women and The Arabian

Nights Social history also had a fol
lowing Ashtons Social Life In the
Reign of Queen Anne Hales Men and
Manners of the Eighteenth Century and
Sydney England and the English
Eighteenth Century being especially
popular On the subject of furniture col
lection which Is of constant interest
here Moores Collectors Manual
Litchflelds How to Coifed Old Furni-
ture and Singletons Furnftnre of Oar
Forefathers

Mr Frederic Jesup Stlmson
f comparative legislation in Harvard

Vniversity and a leading authority on
th subjects of constitutional law and
American statute law delivered this au-

tumn in the Lowell Institute in Boston
eight lectures on The American Consti-
tution which will form the contents of
ti book to be published this month under
the same title The lectures attracted
wide attention and the book te a contri-
bution of very remarkable Interest to the
tiiecusftlon of the moat important con-
temporary American problems The na
tiouil powers the rights of the States
ani the liberties of the people as derived
from the Constitution are dealt with in
the eight chapters the titles of which in-

dicate the course of Mr Sthneons dis-
cussion The Meaning of the Constitu-
tion Constitutional Rights Peculiar to
American and English Freemen Re-
ligious Liberty and the Freedom of La
hor The Development of the Peoples
Rights Their Infringement by Kings
and Their Reestablishment by the Peo

The Expression of Those Liberties
in Our Federal Constitution The Di-

vision of Powers Between Legislative
Executive and Judicial Between the
tttes and the Nation and fleshy In

i rotate Commerce the Control
mil the Regulation of Corporations-
It will b soon that the book enter
specially into questions as to monopo

lis national and State powers and the
Tgulation of business and labor which
tlip last few years have mace burning
ones and the brilliant discussion deeply
I itriotic In the best sense te marked by

oar and welltempered thought enforced
l y thorough knowledge and a very un-
common aptitude In Illustration sad cita-
tion

The Literary Mans Bible a skeleton
if passages from the Old Testament his-

toric poetic and philosophic illustrating
Hebrew literature arranged with intro-
ductory eaaays and annotations by W L
ourtney M A LL D has just been
brought out in this country The author
liis chosen with much skill the passages
from the Old Testament that have a pe

uliar literary beauty and value His
took is not Intended to appeal to accom
pliphed biblical students but rather to
tilt man of literary tastes and sympa-
thies who desires to know some reason
why he should respect and admire the
FHcred books of Israel It is a most con-
venient and suggestive work and

practical and simple In its ar-
rangement

It Is not generally mentioned in the
histories of France that Louis XI first
instituted the Angelus throughout
France In order that three times a day
tt dawn at noon and at sunset people

jiipht pray for the peace of the country
It is with just this sort of fac that Mr
Huro has SHied hjs delightful book

Louis XI which has just been pub
lishfd He constructs from a mass

Kings own letters and state docu
jiients an idea of that great ruler de-
iledly different from the popular tyran

Tiicil notion He also gives In the tturse-
if this biography a fascinating account-

f the foundation of the French mon-
archy full of picturesque Incidents of
the human and spontaneous kind

The most important book to be brought
In the month of January Is Volume I

of the new edition of the works of Hen
rk Ibsen which is the final volume of
th edition and completes the set Hen
rk Ibsen by Edmund GoMe n new vol-
ume In the Literary Lives Series will
jtlso published this month Another
important book is F J Stlmsons The
American Constitution which contains
iis Lowell lectures of this fall and is a
nopt valuable and suggestive contribu-

ting to a subject of so much presentday
discussion

FItzGerald thought little of his Omar
Khayyam as a poetic success and tho
publishers and book sellers and the book
buyers two did not fur a lone rive
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him much reason to chango his opinion
says a writer in the North American Re-

view He might think better of It In one
way If he were alive today and oven
so he might be disappointed He might
regret that so many persons among them
Americans loved deeply sometimes In a
maudlin way the philosophy of the An
glicised Persian poet persons who can
not understand or at least enjoy Will
lam James Pragmatism We all know
at least that FltzGoralfls poem Is now
a seller So widely known Is the poet
at present that the other day when a
niece by marriage of John FItzGerald
Edwards brother was burled at Boulge-
In Suffolk there were reporters pres-
ent to mention the fact that across this
newmade grave fell the shadow of the
rose tree planted over the neighboring
grave of Edward FItzGerald It was
planted by the Omar Khayyam Club in
1168 and it bears this inscription This
rose tree raised at New Gardens from
seed brought by William Simpson artist
and traveler from the grave of Omar
Khayyam at Nishapur was planted by a
few admirers of Edward FltzGerald in
the name of the Omar Khayyam Club
October 7 1W

The University of Paris Is 300 years
old and antedates Oxford We must
not forget writes President Thwlng of
Western Reserve University and Adalbert
College in Harpers Magazine for Febru
ary that it was students from Parts
who contributed much to the early prog-
ress of Oxford The university has six
departments the faculties of letters of
sciences of law of Protestant theology-
of medicine and the school of pharmacy
It Is coeducational as are most of the
Continental universities and welcomes
American students President Thwing
draws an Interesting comparison of Ger
man universities with the great institu-
tion at Paris

In the days when Senatorial Washing-
ton told stories Vest of Missouri was
the king of the Senate cloakroom and
Don Cameron was his lay figure They
1 Jokes on now men in the cloakrooms
and the last thing they do Is to construct
serious laws there The Senators who
spend most of their time scenting then
own cloaks and those of their fellows
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¬

¬

¬

¬
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¬

with tobacco smoke are not often con-

sulted on especially serious matters they
constitute the of the flag and
follow their leaders When a real bill te
to be prepared says Harpers Weekly It
will not be thrashed out amid the chaff of
the cloakroom but in souse eommtttee
room When George F Edmunds and
Thurman wanted to draft a bill or an
amendment Edmunds used to rise in his
place and blow his nose Then hed walk-
out of the chamber Soon afterward
Thurman would walk out at another door
Theyd meet down in the Judiciary Com-
mittee room and there the business would
be done The Senators or visitors who
talk about legislation in the cloakroom
talk ao much about It that they never
Sled time to put down any thoughts if
they really have any on paper

The Fortnightly Review will abandon
serials Mr W L Courtney the editor
find that his readers do not care to read
novels in monthly Installments and with
the conctuatoii of Maurice Hewlett The
Stooping Lady lisa resolved to substitute
for the serial novel short stories each
complete in the number in which k ap-
pears

In the literary department of the Jan-
uary number of tile North American

The Poetry of Madison Is
reviewed by W D Howell and Baaans

Le Ble Qui Love by Alvan F

Dutton ft Co in their series of Eng-
lish idyls have brought out an exquisite
edition of Jaae Austens Pride and
Prejudice with twentyfour illustrations
in color by C E Brock and decorated
chapter headings The type though
Is beautifully clear and the book 1s al-

together a charming expression of good
taste in binding and makeup

Apparently It te hazardous for any
writer even Mark te hu-

morous not to be Not long age the
Harpers published a little story by Mark
Twain called A Horses Tale which in-

volved very delicate humor in the telling
but involved also as a climax a sudden
and startling rush of pathos centering
upon a child For this the London

finds it to forgive him He
Mark Twain has no right accuses the

critic to make an abrupt transition to
the greet emotions of life Whether the
writer limits his edict to this story or
whether he intends to cut Mark Twain
off forever from the great emotions of
life te indefinite Any reader of A
Horses Tale however could explain
this critics attitude No man was ever
yet surprised into tears without

souse Indignation at the eauee It
te really a kind of compliment

Herman Whltaker is very frank to tell
about the early experiences whereby he
first learned the crafts of the frontiers
man In a recent conversation over The
Settler his lateat novel Mr Whitaker
offered the Harpers who are his publish-
ers some personal facts that show an
excellent method of learning what a man
does not know Arriving In the country
without any practical experience aid
Mr my fleet teak was fib ake
out a house and stables from the

forest I had never even a lo
cut but I knew one hitched a team
to them and them out to the sleighs
My first log was a green poplar thirty
fet long and eighteen inches in diame
3r at the butt I suppose it weighed

Lhreequarters of a ton and I tried
eriIy I tried to lift it on to my sleighs

sheer strength and ignorance The
gnorance won it didnt lift Putting my
fits to work I though that if I used that
fcr a bed piece threw two more logs
acrors It at right angles with their ends
resting rpon it I might be able to roll up
a third and drop it on my sleighs It
worked and I afterward discovered that-
I had constructed the regulation skidwayj
of the lumber woods I soon learned I
cut my own togs hewed them built

house lathed it with willow wither
drew limestone from tile prairies and
burned it in a kiln of my own making
dug sand and plastered my house nil
with an axe saw hammer anti
nails

Do you suppose it te generally known
said one of the leading booksellers of the
country the other day that the greatest
readers of detective stories are lawyers
and doctors Why the two are associated-
I cannot say nor tot that matter why It
should be true of either one but that is
the fact Perhaps it te not so remarkable-
in the case of the lawyer whose clientage
must often involve detective problems
but tfte doctor must have reasons of

The probability Is that neIther one
te looking for stimulus but for relaxa-
tion of the rare sort that wakes you up
Instead of putting you to sleep A good
detective story starts the mind darting
after something some mysterious trouble

like a magnetic hall The best of it te
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that Its somebody elses trouble and not
your clients either nor your

patients in fact it isnt anybodys trou
ble It te just a neat Invention of the
mind In the matter of those mental
gyroscopic I suppose nobody is cleverer
than the French and yet it Is only

that they have turned out anything
comparable to Sherlock Holmes In
The Exploits of Arseno Lupin printed

In English by the Harpers only recently
and one of the most distracting dotoc
live stories I have read The samo Is true
of Le Voleur which as The Thief Is
proving one of the most popular plays
in New York I am told that the audi-
ence at this play draws largely from
among the medical and legal professions
and I have no doubt that the detective
situation in the first act which is like
wise the best act plays a genuine part
In this

The January number of the North
American Review contains an interest-
ing article by Clayton Hamilton on
Richard Mansfield the Man Mr Ham-

ilton waa intimately associated with Mr
Mansfield tot a considerable portion of
the last year of the great actors life
and he tells in his article of the impres-
sion he obtained as to Mr Mansfields
character and personality He says

The nimal way for him to eoaaMir any matter of
iawnrtiiice was to kt his wind dartle all sinned It
rww in tbb jwxxj sow ta that until at Seat it

w Htl to a derbies He was utterly ttaksical IB
an hk ijroeaaiua of thought Ha twrcr reaaon t-

cMMcntiteif arrived at btt semite apparently
by intuition oae mood a certain thing woe so
because he fIt it was fat a contrary modi
saase aa not so because be felt it wasnt
aad whether tdUuwtely tbe Wet was so or Mt
depended on whether the SUM of the woods in
which be nineMsrid it fliwc tbe greater ejapbaats oa
Ute ivadthre or UM negative side Neither ia eon
Tenatloa nor in thought did he search tosfcaUy
step by step frost preadsea to conclusions and M
always seemed hwpatiewt rf people when ia
WIder to UK they seaweed with labortiaa logic
The coachajon was ill he eared about AJao ia all
own talk he was ertreaely spaftog of dataus hIs
bwgiiiatkMi stnck hoaae to the heart of tile matter
be would incorporate an be had to say ia a siafte-
tminons sentence aDd would tbea dnastss tbe ab-
ject with a gesture of tartly

It will doubtless bf interesting news to
many patriotic clthteiu says Harpers
Weekly that the contents of the Library-
of Congress at Washington for the year
just ended classes it as third largest
library in world It contains 1 W48
books and pamphlets and some 1000 other
articles Its net gain In miscellaneous
books and pamphlets during the year wee

The total expenditures for the
maintenance of the library for the year
amounted to J6760W Eightyfive thousand
dollars of this amount was offset by re-
ceipts for copyrights fees Ac In addi-
tion to the above expenditure 206060 was
expended for printing and handing

Among the most commended of the
lyrics of Dora Sigerson Shorter in
recent Harper collection to which George
Meredith has prefaced his appreciation
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visit of Mr and Mrs CobdenSa-
derson to th United States Is coincident
with the publication of Miss Elizabeth
Robins new novel The Convert
fact te especially interesting because Mrs
CobdenSanderaon Is on of strong
leaders of the suffragist movement in
England while Miss Robins story te
more a plea for womans rights than it te-

a novel and all drcmutance are
drawn front the English conditions as
they vow exist

M Maeterlinck has enthiiaiaaUcany ad
mired the work of Richard Hovejr In a
letter which Belgian author wrote
to the American poet he spoke thus of
The Marriage of Guenevere

tIM it let It contain lute verses f praCnnd sad
aa auiat M any that here ever been written All
the scenes between Uunctfot and O
pert and the end ia of an entirely hew be ety
What etnofl intensity in the teat soles of LMtacetoi-
aad the queen Lad then the rerseh k w wool
and at tile SMM tana M powerful to abasia aaxl

tote
Dnlffeld A Co are bringing out a new

edition of Hoveys collected works

Regarding the composition of With
Juliet in England Mrs Grace S Rich-
mond says

Juliet WKH a tart tile conetuatoK eha-
ptento EOF and I speat au these to do
the work Urine a nonber oC weeks to eaca nbtea
whIsk I Have described and wider somewhat stellar
condttVtg IB way as to wide of life al-

tanofdi te character of coarse are iaasflteary I
can ha y conceive a moss oeUiibtral way of cce
Wait erk and just than sick a ttttas hi the
background of one own storyao to apeak Work
in the mornuigs exptomtiona in lbs aXtemows rest
in the evenings I should like to do it all over
asatott I conM only do It better

A NEW STEVENSON LETTER

Written to Marion Crawford from
Xcw Sontlt Wales

There recently came to light a hither-
to unpublished letter written by Robert

Stevenson to Marion Crawford
The postmark on the envelope reads
April 1890 and the note was sent from
Sydney New South Wales It will be
remembered that about this time

was settling down to a permanent
residence in Samoa One word in the
letter te Illegible and is in the reprint
Indicated by a blank space The poet
script te written diagonally across the
reverse of the single half sheet The
following te the tribute that the ardent
R L S Indited to a fellowauthor who
had inspired his admiration

Dear Sir I sail in some forty hours
back among the Islands which are now
more homelike In my eyes than the world
to which I once belonged I have a thou-
sand upon my time I do not know
you it is likely we shall never meet
and I think It not Improbable that my
literature may be abominable in your
eyes For all that I sacrifice some of
my last moments to send you my salu-
tations and thanks Years ago I read
Mr Isaacs I did not like sup-

pose I was a fool and road no more of
you till the other day when I fell a
prey to Greifensteln and I am now
surrounded by your works and in the
middle of With the Immortals It is
reviving to me to know I have a con-
temporary of your strength though I
suppose you are younger as I hope you
will soar higher and farther than

Your admirer
ROBERT LOUIS STBVBXSOX

P S I trust you will not think I ex-
pect an answer It is weakness to
rush in with encumbering gratitude when
I am pleased but the act suffices And
Indeed I cannot now be said to possess
such a thing as an address the ship in
which I leave sails with sealed orders
and I myself am ignorant whither I am
bound or where I may bring up Some
of your waifs are to make
the same blindfold launch they will be
read in a better climate and in lovelier
places than their author dreams of Italy
not being forgotten

No pure translations In music A sym
phony rendered on the piano an air from
the Queen of Night played on the pip
colo And you forget there ait foreign
tongues even in music Indian music
with its Innumerable scales Chinese
music of which you speak very lightly
but have you ever heard it oven my
Polynesian music in which I delight but
most Europeans declare to have no
sense or loveliness whatever I think
there is nothing so parochial as music
where all with its little patrimony-
of twelve sounds chosen heaven knows
how or why out of the millions possible
But it is just the narrowness of its pat-
rimony that enablas it to be so great
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FLOOD OF FICTION

Not by Any Means an Un-

mitigated Evil

THE WORLD LOVES A STORY

Xoveli In Their Relation to Life
The Most ISfTecdvc hooks Tlionc

Appeal to the Heart Itntlicr-
Tlinn to the Intellect Multiplicity
of Hooks 1st a Blessing

protest te heard ROW and than
against the increasing teed of fiction
says Albert S Henry to Book News
Monthly Some bookweary critics at
prone to tell us that not onetenth of
the novels published ia these degenerate
days are worth reading and even if
they were then number is too great for
the most insatiable reader to peruse
Ephemeral Is the mildest term applied
to the majority of stories It Is pointed
out that few novelists possess the power
of construction or the quick eye that
discerns character or rare quality
of style One sometimes wonders at
luck of best seller in passing un-

scathed through this storm of scornful
auntie

There te In criticism ef this kind how-
ever something shall w and Illiberal
The fact that novel te the chief form
of literary expression In the modern
world and that u such KS development
and tendencies should be the subject of
careful and sympathetic study Is apt to
be overlooked But the atrabilious critic
detente his own purples by awakening
an Intelligent interest in the object of his
discontent It te evident on the con-
trary that a broader view of fiction has
set In and will In the end prevail In
criticism This te the view that regards
the novel as Interpretative of life and
makers of fiction as the best reporters of
our time Of course from this aspect
fiction Is viewed as a whole The

of literary technique te another mat-
ter The novels ranked aa masterpieces
the finest fruits of artistic achievement
are after all but a put of the general
stock of fiction The work of supreme
genius does not make all other work of
no avail even though it sets a standard
few can hope to reach It te through too
much Insistence upon the exceptional
masterpiece that critics become narrow
minded In their judgment of books of
humbler origin

IIuurinitiiifT of Novels

that

the

the
the

the

the

the

ques-
tion

4

¬

¬

+

¬

¬

All the world loves a tojy In the be-

ginning of human society wherever ram
gathered there tbe teller of a tale found
aa audience and a welcome And wee
dertng bard or minstrel troubadour or
mtoocsinger poet or novelist all the

of story tellers have contributed to
treasures of human pathos and Joy

The art of printing has facilitated
distribution of the story the desire to
heir the story te a part of human nature
Itself The novelist of our day has be-
hind him a long line of distinguished an-
cestors And it matters not how old and
threadbare the tale he brings there te
always a group to whom it will be new

Upon considering the function of the
novelist we fled that it te hi business
to study and understand the ways of his
fellowmen It te to be expected that
some writers will excel more than others
fa this subtle study and hones then
work will be fuller of life But aU who
attempt to tell a story must derive their

from the lives of men Love
hate fear revenge greed heroism gen-
erosity all these emotions and passions
move men and women in real Ills to ac-

tion and every novel no matter how
poorly written it may be contains oaf or
more of these human elements as Its
theme To write a story absolutely with-
out human traits te unthinkable It te
possible to emphasize unimportant
to paint broad colors and carelessly
but It te not within range of human
ingenuity to write a nonhuman story
Even bird and beast fables assume aa
old Adam lurking somewhere making

story Intelligible and interesting
Free of the World

Prom the great world with Its varied
types the novelist te free to choos at
will the subjects which prove most at-

tractive to him and compatible with his
individual ability Nothing human te for-
eign to him From the wan face of a
child gazing wistfully through a shop
window at the toys which will never be
his up through the layers of social
strata to the drawingroom where my
lord and my lady engage In the smallest
of small talk all thought and action are
taken by the novelist as his province
The product of this study and observa
tine ranges from end to end of the scale
of life One writer will bring us Plain
Tales from the another will tell
the story of The House of the Seven
Gables The common ground of books
so widely divergent Is human nature It
is the history of men and women that
novelists old and young the greatest
and least aim to portray

Rules of Fiction
livery novel carries an appeal to the

das of readers interested in till particu-
lar kind Critics may debate the rules
upon which hellos should be written but
each reader will follow his own inclina-
tions Where Thackeray repels Tolstoi
may attract Catholicity of taste Is not
given to us all and there are readers
who fall to appreciate the subtlety of
Mr Meredith or the mild condescension
of Mr James but to whom the Zeada
world te real and the swordsmen of Mr
Weyman height of the heroic Why
dispute over a matter of taate The
novelist writes to interest us and when
ever he does he makes a hit a palpable
hitNow it will be seen that the novelist
has a mission His material Is found in-

human nature and the story revolves
around some human action The ques-
tion of art is generally speaking subor-
dinate because only a very small

of those who read consider art while
perusing a novel Readers are drawn to
a story If they find in It something
answers to traits in themselves or if it
depicts an environment in which they
would choose to live were such a choice
possible The novels containing these
qualities in the greatest degree will be
found the most effective And fic-

tion is the kind of reading that appeals-
to the largest number of people and
moreover because fiction deals essential
ly with life we may say that the mis-
sion of the novelist is to Interest human-
ity In Its own history When combined
with artistic craftsmanship this mission
is second to none in literature As Prof
Woodberry has said the novel is a
teaching power of immense efficiency
It may laU us with a love story or stir
us to action with its pictures of social
wrongs So far from being a menace to
literature the multitude of books of fic-

tion are rather the free expression of tho
thought of our time and beneath the
pleasure and good cheer they bring lies
a deep vein of human Interest full of
significance to those who are aware of
its presence

ISatu Bin Alive
From the Houston iost

Does this dog like strangers Loves
om maam Well I must have a dog
that does not strangers As I was
about to say maajn when you inter-
rupted me this dog loves strangers an
has eaten several of cm maam Yes
maam thank you
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LITERARY GOSSIP-

Not only in Sweden her native land
but throughout Teutonic anti Sclavonic
Kurope Bflen Key Is a power her name-

a round to conjure with In her some
wlmt voluminous and at times verbose
writings nothing stands out more clearly
UlAn the fact that she is preeminently
a woman in the rotnmonly accepted per-

haps even oldf isbioned ssnse of the
term most casual contact with her
genial cheery absolutely unaffected per-
sonality produces a sensation of large
souled motherhood that embraces each
and all and is therefore Indeed unlike
Unit motherhood whose hall mark is a
rigid excluslveness confined to its own
offspring Ellen Keys offspring fill the
world they are all those that labor that
boar burdens that have cares that she
divines and endeavprs to solace For love
is the keynote of her life as of her writ
Ings The books on which Ellen Keys
European farae chiefly Love and
Marriage and TIM Century of the
Child have been published since the
century turned They contain the sum
total of her thought and experi-
ence Sh once laughingly remarked
that she been writing The Century
of the Child since she was four years
eW-

In his transatlantic letter to the New
York Evening Poet Mr Andrew Lang ad-

vises all people who like literary DeC
does of the midVictorian age the age of
Carlyle Thaceray and Dtekensto read
in the current issue of Blackwoods Mag-
azine the reminiscences of the late Prof
Maaaon taken down from his dictation
by his daughter Miss Flora Masson The
opening is unpromising he says we
seem o receive the usual list of names
some of them forgotten some like that
of Douglass Jerrold belonging to authors
now little read though remembered for
their good sayings But presently we
come to Thackeray and Prof Massons
anecdotes confirm his reputation for kind-
ness and generosity One of them gave
me a great inclination to cry in pure
affection and admiration for a man whom-
I never saw Prof Masson in these old
days was a young journalist the first
editor of Macmillan Magazine He held
for many years the chair of English liter-
ature in Edinburgh University he was the
biographer of Milton and in old age
was the editor of the Register of the
Privy Council of Scotland adding pref-
aces not only useful but amusing

A a book exhibition In London recently
the opening address was delivered by
Frederic Harrison and hi Its midst be
gave voice to an opinion of reviewing that
is both caustic and humorous

It irf a as 10 rely m what the aides my They
vfll not tell yen asaefa I IA rather an old hand at-

eiUieUsa reviewing sad I sew straw
what they sajI know It to aB mitmm Tin thai
ft to oMen yoor besto far yourseU tiM how out

oboaM yw books miss jm me them sod get
MIll tt the T A oM proverb used to mi Dost

Peurfe aee in the habit of Mites I
sock and Mil a hook InS that to SB

If yon want a
car era wife y a take a my
tan yen tatest I soy take A and took at boata
before yoa toy oat your
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In the Nature of Man Putnam Prof
Metcfainkon showed that man has In
herited many bodily structures physio-
logical conditions and mental traits from
his animal ancestors relics were
in gear with th environment to the re-

mote past but they are not u har-
mony with the present circumstances of
man The legacies are the prime cause
of many of Ills of the human race
and it is because of them that so many
systems of phlkvophy and religion have
had a frankly pessimistic basis The pro-
fessor found however that recent ad-

vances in knowledge gave Jut grounds
for a scientific optimism in this new
volume to be published early in IMS for
which the descriptive title of Pro-
longation of Human Life Putnam has
beets selected expounds at
greater length in the light of additional
knowledge gained in the last few years
his main thesis that human Ute is not
only unnaturally short but unnaturally
burdened with physical and mental dis-
abilities He analyzes the causes of these
disharmonies and explains his reasons
for hoping tha they may be counteract-
ed by a rational hygiene Finally he
discusses the social and moral aspects-
of proposals Ills book brings to the
world a message of hope that is no
dream but a substantial assurance based
upon the certainties of science

la these days when so much to said
about the sums of money which authors
receive for literary work It Is interesting-
to remember that the highest rate of com-
pensation ever given to a poet waa paid
to an Italian writer Jacopo Sannaaaro
in the fifteenth century

Sannaaaro was by birth a Neapolitan
who wrote both hi Italian and in Latin
Ills poetry was so greatly admired as to
be translated into ninny foreign lan-
guages while an through Italy his fame
was very great Frederick III of Naples
presented him with a beautiful villa and
his friendship was sought by noblemen
and princes
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Sannazaro was an ardent lover of lib-
erty and though born in Naples he ad-
mired the Republic of Venice as being the
home of political freedom in Italy Rome
on the other hand seemed to him a cen-
ter of despotism He contrasted the two
cities in a poem of six Knee entitled
The Marvelous City Venice De

Mirabili Irbe Venetiis
The Venetians were so highly nattered

by this poem that their Senate sent to
Sannazaro the sum of 18009 crownsSftft
crowns for each one of the six lines The
nearest approach to so munificent a

for poetry Is found In the ease of
Tennyson who is said to have received
from the publishers of St Nicholas UM-
a line for a short lullaby A translation
of the poem of Sanaaxaro is given here

Tug XARVKLOUB CITY TOXIC
Neptune looked down M Vote by the Adrtette

wave
A city m mjeatfe M to sake the ea tt slaw

Now glorify 0 Jester tooth be walk of
Mere

to thecianT-
hoBgfa thou prefer the TIll to a

Goalies that KMM was lamed by
by Uw soda

Having written a number of novels that
give voice to an enthusiasm for Italian
scenes and history Richard Bagot has
now prepared a handbooks describing and
illustrating The Lakes of Northern
Italy No details of routes and other
information for the tourist that may
readily be found elsewhere are included
for that Is not the purpose of the book
Its object is to supply visitors to the
Lombard Lakes with an entertainingly
written description of the beautiful scenes
among which they may expect to travel
and from its pages may be obtained a
not inexact idea of the attractions of the
Lake of Lugano the Lake of Como
Lago Maggiore and the other bodies of
water that diversify and give significance
to the Italian and Swiss mountains
Towns villages lakes and mountains
meet the eye in photographic Illustration
from page to page of the volume which
is issued in this country by The Mac-
millan Company

Sir Gilbert Parkor recommends a sim-

ple method of acquiring the books one
would like to possess I have often
said to myself he remarked recently to
a London audience r cannot afford to
buy that book And then I have said
again My dear fellow if you will fast
for one day you can buy throe of them
It is a book for a meaL

One evening in the year ISM1 when I
was in London Georsre Henry Lewes took
me with him to a Hind of literary club
or rather a gathering of literary ac-

quaintances of Ills wnloh met from tinia
to time In a house at the foot of Nor
thumberland street Thus begin tic
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CRITICS PROFESSIONBO-

OK REVIEWER NOT THE FORMIDABLE
PERSONAGE HE ONCE WAS

The other day Mr Augustine Birrell
delivered himself of a few remarks re-

specting book reviews says the New
York Times Mr Blrrell has at his com-

mand a genial manner of discourse cal-

culated if he so desires to lull the less

sifted Into pleasant selfcomplacency he
the skill to please mediocrity

without disturbing it by any obtrusion-
of superfluous intellect Again how
ever he knows and often smilingly ex-

ercises himself in the less pleasing proc
of reasoning which exhibit the

emptiness and vanity of most human en-

deavors Mr Blrrdl ha the case alluded
to spoke In entertaining tern of DooTT

reviews and book reviewers but with
an Irony scarcely detected yet all too
plainly felt in Its effects exposed the
limitations of the critics profession

The book reviewer is not the formidable
personage he wax It is a happy
fact happy alike for him toy his prey
and for the public He can no longer
thunder judgments grounded like as not
in some personal prejudice or in the
state of his digestion In full assurance
that they will be accepted The clergy
are in the same ease and It is a fortu-

nate one surplice or Geneva gown con-

fers no longer a reputation for infalli-
bility

Pulpit and press must nowadays justify
their dicta debating them if need he with
such as hold ether views We live In a
day of sincerity and realitysincerity and
reality at least are the things that above
all else we demand We accept little or
nothing en authority Judgments nowa-

days must vindicate themselves In the
reason of all The doesnt want
to be told it wants to see All the world
and his wife Is from Missouri

Now Mr Birrell grins as he Inquires
How Is any man to get the vast knowl

edge necessary to qualify him to judge
any considerable number of books Can
any man now be pronounced fit to criti
else even a short story of the Western
World who baa not Balzac Tnrgen
left Guy de Maupassant and Tolstoi
How many languages how many litera
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turns should be known to a presentday
critic of belles tettre before he baa the
effrontery to proMises his measuring tape
and publish the result of his exasnfoaiian-

remiaroacence of David Mum under
the title Memoirs of a London Club
in the December Blackwoods Magazine
Here is a glimpse of Thackeray At all
our meetings at the Garrick and at Our
Club Thackeray always seemed to me
in spite of his Hght humor and his habit-
ual nickname of Thack among his
friends to be a man apart a sad and
highly sensitive man a man with whom
nobody could take a liberty It was at-
one of the larger dinners of Our
it may have been a Shakespearean birth
day dinner about the year 1860 that I
chanced to sit next to Thackeray and in
the intervals of the speeches we bad a
good deal of quiet talk But in Our Club
gatherings there was often a lapse into
what we called the war of the nationali-
ties which consisted of goodhumored
mutual chaff and banter between the
English members and the two or three
Scottish and Irish members of the club
It may have been this that somehow sug-
gested the following bit of Thackerays
talk with me Dye know he said that
though I can describe an Irishman per-
fectly I never could describe a Scotch
man I reminded him of Mr Binnie
On he said thats not what I mean
Dents a mere facsimile of a man I know-
a mere description from life But what-
I mean Is this I couldnt Invent a Scotch-
man I anould go wrong But Oh Im
quite at home with the Irish character
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PlaygorK Kept In Touch Lives
of Singe Folk

Playgoers are always Interested in the
stage careers of their favorite actors and
actresses and it Is to this end that so
much space te given in The Herald to the
telling of what this or that actor has
done in what particular plays this actress
or that dancer has appeared thus per-
mitting the serious patrons of amuse-
ment an opportunity to keep in close
touch with the advancement of the artist
An interesting career te that of Orrin
Johnson who has been test to sight for

time He last appeared in Wash-
ington with Odette Tyler and the allstar
cast of The Heart of Maryland He te
now appearing in the role of the perse-
cuted mayor Alwyn Bennett in The
Man of the Hour which will shortly be
seen for the first time here at the New
National Johnson te a graduate of the
Charles Frohman school if the phrase
may be used His first big hit in

Men and Women whleh
fifteen years ago He later as
Garvin Dlahart with Maude Adams in
The Little JtflniKer Then he appeared

in The Christian and was later leading
man for Rlehard Mansfield and Ethel
Barrymore

Farewell to Peter Pan
Wand Adams gave farewell to Pater

Pan in the Empire Theater New York
the 4th instant It vas announced to be the
711h performance cf the Dame comedy
and the 107th performance in New York
City There was quite a demonstration-
at the end of the play The entire com-

pany cjuno on the stage and to the
orchestras accompaniment sang Auld
Lang Syne The audience Joined and
then there was great applause and
waving of hands and hankerchicfs and
Miss Adams made what was announced-
to be her first curtain speech She said
she wanted to thank the final audience
and all other audiences that had seen

Peter Pan and had made the play a
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As for the critic of history or of science
what is to happen to Mm

Must he traveled along the same
roads and examined the same authori-
ties as his author If he has not it 13

hard to see wherein the value of his
criticism can be He may be able tj
write entertainingly to make what

he knows serve after Macaulays
lordly fashion as a peg on which to
hang his wide discourse or as the chan-
nel through which to pour the or
less copious stream of what informa-
tion on any subject he does possess

A wise bishop was wont to warn his
younger clergy against the emsllpox
sermon by which he meant a sermon
so far removed from the text that if
one had the smallpox the other would
never catch It The trouble with thi
ordinary practice of the lordly Miicau
lay fashion of discourse is that the
ordinary practitioner does not oftea
Justify his wandering by bringing homo
what Dr Holmes most reprehensibly al-

luded to as Macanlay flowers But
what brow of wisdom towers among us
what incarnation of information lives
capable of Judging finally produ
of Metchnlkon Henry James Bernard
Shaw Mr Dooley and Arhentu Therj-
te a grim Irony In the thought

Who leads
laceateaib sad to Us itadt g brims art

Uncertain and anatttlrf still
Deepremd in teaks sad snaDow to hnamtS

But that te not the whole of It Knowl-
edge isnt everything Judging te
than knowing The opinions of the learned
are often quite silly It te declared on
high authority that though a book r
viewer have all knowledge and understand
all mysteries and speak with the tongi
of men and of angels It proflteth hint
nothing H must have well let is
make it sympathy that is good will th
will to understand charity for that is-

what charity meant of old
The will to understand te a critics b rt

endowment Such a will informed
even a moderate degree of knowledge
serves better than would Infinite learning
infinite ability unanimated by sympathy

1 have not feasted tene like Jfaatr ae-
Sfar wept striae Use TCp soor wed
Aad palMed maw like Pfcidaa and Mend
I am not gmrt they aw petal by
But I have a pathr
With these law
Who tenant ignnifl ark others art
Bar ia It nefhaar tInt I know thus aft
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Not that the widest sympathy and till
ripest good will implies a moments pa-
tience with the work of the palpable fool
faker or evildoer

JIME KAHCHJS SUCCESS

Scores Veritable Triumph in I viH-

vllle Ky
Bertha Kalich achieved a veritable

triumph in Louisville where she had riot
before been seen in Marta of the Low
lands adding that critical city to Thj
Hat that has declared her to be on of tie
greatest of contemporary actresses

Kalich appeared in Louisville ft
the Mary Anderson Theater on evenings
that intervened between the regular
vaudeville performances there fulfilling a
contract which the Louisville newspapers
any was happily In the Interests of drama
lovers of that city This fortuitous
break the vaudeville programme is
sfxraslbto for having given Loaisvii
theatergoers the greatest dramatic trfat

Sarah Bernhardt appeared here
says LoobwOle Herald which adds
Uertha Kalich has not talent but genius

Hen te the divine fire of the born artist
She Is not merely good she te grea
transcending the average attainment n-

posestng that magic something that
cannot won by toil and pains in I
patience but te bestowed by the gods n
whom they wilL And Marta of the
Iants in itself te powerful and suited o
her It Is without a false note m
tin construction The company too
remarkably strong Generally speak-
ing says the Courier Journal the pub-
lic b not particularly Interested In kn v
lug what person or firm has tbe honor
present an actor or actress but Lou
vlllians will feel that they owe a debt f
gratitude to Harrison Grey Flskefor ha
lug made a ccntntct under which Bcrtl a
Kalich In Marta of the Lowlands ap-
peared at the Mary Anderson Theai r
More powerful emotional acting thii
Muse Kartell doss the Guimera play
rarely seen And Marta of the Lowland
is beautifully staged The scenery ur l
the costuming nod the minor chararur
presented give it plenty of atmosphere

Of KaJIch the Evening Post says
that her triumph was one of the mot
genuine and complete ever accorded to n
actress in this city Her work was i
revelation and a pleasure and her en-

gagement should greatly aiden her cir
of admirers Speaking of Marta of thr
Lowlands the same critic says
theme of the drama in It psychologist
significance Is the infinite power of love
to sanctify uplift and redeem Marta 9
awakening under spell of love h r
expanded outlook when she feels that in

humble shepherd she has something
to Jive for her scorn of the temptation
that would lure her back to worse than-
a slave are phases of character develop-
ment that are wonderfully well depicted
by Mme Kalich She Is suited in every
way to the part Her dark eyes full of

I expression her deep voice flexible and
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and her admirable concep-
tion of the requirements the part make
her the ideal tart

Arnolil Dnlys Plans
Arnold Dalys tenantcy of the Berkeley

Theater ended Saturday night with the
last performance of Candida Mr Daly
has already begun rehearsals of a dra-

matization of Owen Kildares My Mamie
Rose for production at a Broadway
theater under the management of Liebler
fk Co the latter part of January The
cast will include Holbrook Bltnn Roy
Fairchild Willie Harrigan Douglas Joss
D J Wood H M Cheshire Helen Ware
Dorothy Paget Gertrude Berkeley anti
lane Beecher The 750th performance of

Candida was given on January 2 and
souvenirtfcoks of play were distrib-
uted

Well Known in Washington
Miss Gladys Sears the young actress

who was seen east of Th Pa-

risian Belles is well known In this
city through her association with the
Charles E Taylor Stock Company Miss
Seers is possessed of a charming per-
sonality and a degree of dramatic ability
that is far In excess of the ordinary bur
lesquo actress She shows remarkable
versatility In portraying characters
is at present the only actress in bur-
lesque presenting a character of thu
Hebraic typo

No More Changes for hint
In order not to hurt the feelings o

one of the owners of the Trent Theater
Trenton N J Sidney Drew last week
agreed to use the name Harry Brown
In some of the lines of Billys Tomb-
stone instead of Harry Taylor Mrs
Drew forgot herself one evening and
said Harry Taylor Mr Drew tried
to cover up the mistake and in

forgot his own lines Hf vrjli make
no moro changes no matter Lv makes
the request
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